
Site preparation work continues for the new Career & Technical Education 

addition to the Webster Area School. Webster Scale is the sub-contractor 

with JDH Construction from Aberdeen the prime contractor.  

Donald Fellbaum, Project Coordinator 

We started at the Webster School August 1st, and so 

far we have installed six drop inlets, two nyloplast 

drain basins and a couple hundred feet of storm sewer. 

Currently we are working on the building foundation. 

We have it three-quarters of the way excavated and 

are backfilling with sand coming from the Gun Range/

Skeide pit east and north of Waubay. Jasmine has 

been at the pit loading the trucks. Elizabeth has been 

flagging since school started because it is pretty busy 

with school traffic now. Dawson has been in the exca-

vator and Eric has been running the loader at the 

school or filling in driving a truck. Kelly (aka Zippy) 

is packing with the sheepsfoot and James has been 

running the dozer. 

Steve G. and Owen have been hauling away the dig- 

out material, each pulling a side dump trailer and haul-

ing the material to the WSI office area site. Eric and 

Mike are pulling belly dump trailers, hauling sand 

from the Skeide pit and bringing it to the construction 

site. We anticipate completing the site preparation in 

about two weeks.  Faith Shoemaker photos 

Work continues on local school building project 
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• September 9-11th  

    Andover Thrashing Show 

• September 16th 

    Waubay Homecoming 

• September 23rd 

    Webster Homecoming 

• September 24th 

    Webster German Fest 

Monday, September 5th 

• Labor Day Holiday  

Webster Scale closed. 

Enjoy the last holiday 

of summer! 

Jasmine 

Dawson in the Excavator 

Preparing for pipe work on south 

side of high school building. 

Cade cleaning up along the  

building foundation 

Rob pitching in to help Donald  

with pipe installation 

What makes a great 

safety culture? 

When people continue 

to work safely and do 

the right thing….. 

even when no one is 

watching. 
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Project Leaders 

ROB KADING 
Scales 

TIM WOODS 
Construction 

DONALD FELLBAUM 
Construction 

FAITH SHOEMAKER 
Construction 

 

 

Webster Scale has an immediate opening for a  

Full-Time Administrative Assistant  to work in 

the office in Webster. 

Duties to Include: Duties to Include: 

• Answering Phone 

• Entering Accounts payable 

• Collecting Receipts 

• Managing Credit Card Account 

• Maintaining HR Files 

• Vehicle Licensing & Truck Permits 

• Experience with Microsoft Office desired 
 

Benefits Available 

*Health/Dental/Vision Insurance  

*AFLAC Insurance 

*Vacation/Sick/Holiday Pay 

*Company Matching 401K 

Salary to be based on experience and/or education. 

Application available in the office, on our website or 

by calling the office.      

Help spread the word! 

DAILY WORKPLACE  

REMINDER: 

1. Don’t get hurt. 

2. Don’t break anything. 

3. Watch out for each 

other. 

4. Be productive. 

5. Clean up and dispose 

of any garbage in your 

company property at 

the end of EVERY day. 

Employee Handbook  

    Company Property, Page 9 

CELL PHONE 

POLICY 

Webster Scale employees 

are NOT allowed to use their 

phones for any reason while 

driving a company vehicle. 

Employee Handbook, Page 10 

REMINDER:  
Keep up on  
your oil  
changes! 

 

Positive side effects of NOT using a phone while driving: 

• More likely to arrive safely at your destination. 

• Feeling more relaxed; some of our best ideas and solutions come when we are at ease. 

• Not letting your phone control you. 

• Being able to have a conversation with your passengers. 

• Avoiding crashes and their associated costs—missed time from work, doctor visits, auto  

repairs, court fees, etc. 

• By setting this good example to others, you may help to keep your co-workers, friends and 

family safe. 

FACT: Hands-free devices offer no safety benefits because they do not eliminate mental distrac-

tion. The brain cannot process two mentally complex tasks at once and, as it switches from a cell 

phone conversation to driving and back again, the brain becomes so overloaded that drivers can 

miss seeing up to 59% of their driving environment! 
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Vietor Farms - Britton, SD 

120’ x 12’  

WSI pit scale 

Rob Kading, Project Manager 

The scale crew spent roughly ten days in August on this scale project in the 

Britton area to get it to the point shown in the photos. The pit walls were 

just poured this last week of August and the piers poured on September 1st. 

By mid-September Rob predicts the scale will have been installed, ap-

proaches poured and the scale put into service.  

Typically, concrete takes 28 days to cure. These farmers want to use the 

scale during harvest season, so the curing process will be sped up by adding 

extra chemicals to the cement powder (called a mixed design). Dakota Con-

crete, Inc. of Britton, a long time customer, is batching the concrete. They 

had a hard time getting the cement powder because the powder is being al-

located out due to a shortage. Because of this, the scale crew missed out on 

some days they could have worked but there was no cement powder availa-

ble to mix with the sand, rock and water to make the concrete. 

One of the problems associated with this scale installation was the location 

of a slough in the area, creating a concern with water seeping into the scale 

bed. To prevent this from happening, fabric was placed at the bottom of the 

8-foot deep scale bed and then 8-inches of pea rock was placed on top of the 

fabric. The scale bed was dug with a gentle 2-inch slope so that water would 

flow through the pea rock and end up in the sump hole at the one end. A 

steel barrel with holes, and completely wrapped in fabric, was placed in the 

sump pump hole. The fabric covering allows the water to flow to the pump 

and prevents sand and rock from getting into the pump. 

This process is a good example of the quality of the engineering that goes 

into a Webster Scale installation! 

Manager. Photos submitted by Rob.

Scale crew, L-R: Jamie, Chris, Mason, Ray, 

DJ & Kelly. Crew also included Rob who took 

the photo. 

Mostly recently, pouring the pit walls 

Dakota Concrete truck with a  l o n g  reach 



Page 4 

 A couple of ‘hit jobs’ in for repair 

At right, Jason and Jonathon work on the front cooling pack 

on the John Deere 9400 tractor. A dozer backed into this trac-

tor and did some damage to the front. JD worked on repairing 

the front bumper in Shop 2, and the hood also needed a little 

work. Also shown are JD and Jason working to move the re-

paired hood back onto the tractor. This big tractor is used to 

pull a disk in front of the scrapers on construction projects. 

Minivan #15 took a hit from a deer, so is in Shop 2 for some 

front end repair. Ken found used fender parts similar in color 

to replace the damaged ones. 

Semi-tractor #16 is in Shop 1 for repairs caused when it dropped a 

valve. This is the highest powered truck in the fleet with a single high 

powered turbo with the ECM programmed to 650 hp. This truck is the 

one used by Shawn Ellingson to pull the low-boy trailer for moving 

large equipment.  

Shawn was in the Lower Brule area when the problem happened, so 

he had to use another semi-tractor to trailer #16 back to the shop. Sta-

cy has been working on it and estimates another week yet to complete 

the repairs. 

Valve 101: The Valve is in the Head (part of the internal combustion 

process) which is located on top of the engine. The valve broke and 

drove into a piston and damaged the piston and liner. 

Tips for avoiding collisions with deer: Deer are most active at 

dawn and dusk. Mid-October through the end of November is 

when deer are the most active (breeding season). If you see a deer 

near the road, more are likely to follow. When you are driving 

during peak movement times of the day or season, slow down. 

Steer through a collision with a deer, don’t swerve. If you do 

strike a deer, stay in your vehicle and call 911. This will help keep 

you safe from passing vehicles. 
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Morris - Lower Brule 

Site preparation at the 

Webster airport, east 

and west sides of the 

new hangar building. 

This project started in July and was first reported on in the July newsletter. By the end of July, the concrete approaches had been 

poured by the contractor and we had finished backfilling with dirt around the building and approaches.  

When the building contractors were done, we then placed top soil around the building and removed the haul road and staging areas 

as well. Those assisting on this project were Roger in a loader placing top soil, Owen in a scraper and a loader, Zippy in a skid 

loader and Eric ran a dozer, blade and skid loader.  Faith Shoemaker, Project Coordinator 

Tim Woods, Construction Supt. 

As you probably know, we left 

Lower Brule on Friday, August 

19th and this couldn’t have come any sooner for us. 

We were all quite tired of the federal highway system. 

We are now located eight miles west of Onida working 

on enlarging an East River Electric substation by about 

five acres. We are also developing a site adjacent to the 

substation for Big Watt Digital to add several buildings 

for housing computers that will be doing data mining. 

We have cut our crew down considerably on this pro-

ject. Besides myself, we have Dave Borszich, Logan 

Dolney, Nick Lessert, Lucas Lessert, Tommy Knutson, 

Zach Williams and Jake Stavick. Our crew of eight is 

quite a step down from twenty-nine at Lower Brule. 

We are expecting to be here about four weeks and then 

move up to Ellendale, ND to do the same thing. 

Early Morning Start-Up 



 

 

 

 
• Family owned business since 

mid 1960’s 
• Full line of scale products,  

services and parts 
• Wide variety of heavy  

construction services 

• Committed to providing  
superior products and services 
at a reasonable cost 

 

Webster Scale, Inc. 
PO Box 127 
14012 SD Highway 25 
Webster, SD  57274 

 

 

 
Bring your family and come on down to  

Pumpkin Fest on Saturday, October 1st! 

Webster Scale and Foothills Contracting are partnering together this 

year to sponsor the Axe Throwing Event, 3-6 PM. 

Webster Scale will sponsor all teams participating in the Corn Hole 

(Bean Bag) Tournament. (Contact Faith with your team information.) 

Webster Scale will have a float in the evening parade. We invite 

you and your family to join us on the float. We will all meet in the 

parking lot south of the Frontier Steak House at 6:45 pm. Parade 

starts at 7:30 pm. Everyone is welcome - hope to see you there! 

Watch the Webster Area Chamber of Commerce Facebook page for 

more details to come! 

Scheduled Activities: 

• Inflatables 

• Tractor Pull 

• Horse/Wagon Rides 

• Balloon Magic Tricks 

• Food truck Specials 

• Beer Garden 

• Outdoor DJ Music all day 

• Corn Hole Tournament 

• Axe Throwing 


